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appeared before Calcutta with a large army. The works
of Fort William were weak, the garrison had little
training in the use of arms, the supply of ammunition
was insufficient, and no succour could be expected from
far-distant Madras and Bombay. The governor applied
to the Dutch and the French for assistance. From the
former he received an unqualified refusal, from the latter
an offer of shelter behind the ramparts of Chandernagore.
Within the walls of Fort William disorder and confusion
reigned supreme; the leaders thought of nothing but
their own safety, and all authority was at an end. On
the 18th the women and children were removed to
vessels lying in the river. In the evening of the same
day Mr. Drake, the governor, and Captain Minchin, the
commandant, lost to all sense of shame, fled to the
ships, and, dropping down the river, abandoned their com*
rades to their fate. Mr. Holwell, a member of Council,
assumed the command and defended the fort with
courage and spirit, but on the 20th the gates were forced
and the place was lost. From daylight on Sunday till
late in the afternoon of Monday the deserted garrison
signalled to the ships for assistance. A few boats might
have rescued all who remained, yet the governor and the
commandant made no effort to save their countrymen*
There is no more disgraceful incident in the history of
the British Empire. At 6 P.M. the fort was in the
hands of the Nawab, and two hours later one hun-
dred and forty-six prisoners were marched into the
"Black Hole" of Calcutta, a long, low, oven-like
chamber, in which military prisoners were confined.
A night of unspeakable horror followed, and early
next morning twenty-three survivors were led or